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WORDS TO LIVE BY 
 
May your thoughts be as glad as the shamrocks. May your heart be as light as a song. May each day bring 
you bright, happy hours that stay with you all the year long. -Irish proverb 
 
A happy and healthy March to you, dear friends and neighbors! The TLHOA is filled with energy and 
excitement this month as it marks the beginning of a new fiscal year. As we close out last year’s books, it 
is only à propos that we look back and recap all that we’ve accomplished. Despite the many challenges 
and cancellations brought on by the coronavirus pandemic, the TLHOA achieved quite a lot and learned 
even more.  Of course, it goes without saying that our success is your success, and we have YOU, the 
Toluca Lake community, to thank for continually supporting our projects, goals and events. So hats off to 
all of us- we should all be proud! Toot toot! 
 
LOOKING BACK 
 

• Senate Bill 1120- By getting the word out, making calls and sending emails to our state 
representatives, we helped stop this unfavorable housing bill, which would have allowed single-
family residences to be subdivided into as many as eight lots, from moving forward. 
 

• Summer Food Drive- We answered the call to ease food insecurity in our community by collecting 
much-needed food items for the North Hollywood Interfaith Food Pantry. 
 

• Fall Food Drive- We surpassed our previous food drive collections by leaps and bounds, providing 
food to many local families during the holiday season. 
 

• Halloween Bike Ride and House Decorating Contest- In lieu of trick-or-treating, we sponsored a 
Covid-friendly bike ride and tour of our neighborhood’s decorated homes and held contests for 
best costumes and best decorations. 
 

• Halloween and Thanksgiving Scavenger Hunts- These were fun activities for kids and adults alike 
designed to encourage support of local businesses. 
 

• Virtual Turkey Trot- Although we missed doing this in person, running and walking at our own 
pace on our own time had its merits. Funds raised went to local nonprofits. 
 

• Friendship Rocks- A super gratifying project for all! Rocks were hand-painted with uplifting designs 
and messages and delivered to elderly house-bound individuals to brighten their holiday season. 
 

• Produce Surplus- This is a no-brainer. Collecting all of the extra yield from your fruit trees and 
vegetable gardens and donating it to the North Hollywood Interfaith Food Pantry is a win-win! 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LOOKING AHEAD 

 
Spring Food Drive – Sunday, March 7th from 9am to 12pm 

We will be at the Chase Bank at 10050 Riverside Drive to collect food donations for the North Hollywood 
Interfaith Food Pantry. Look for our blue canopy. No need not get out of your car- our masked volunteers 
will gladly collect items from your trunk or passenger seat.  
 

Annual Member Business Meeting via Zoom - Tuesday, March 16th at 6:00 pm 
Come and visit with your fellow village people, meet your TLHOA leadership and hear about what’s 
happening in Toluca Lake. We will officially elect our new Directors and say goodbye to those leaders who 
are “terming out.”  Hear from your local elected officials.  Get updates on local crime-stats and the Toluca 
Lake real estate market.  Most of all, this is your opportunity to let us know what you want to see from 
your TLHOA in the coming year. We hope you can join us for a fun and interesting member event. 
  
Join on Zoom by joining meeting ID 856 0610 1588 or by clicking on the following link: 

 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85606101588 

 



 
Flamingo Flocking Fundraiser – March to May 

Birds of a feather flock each other! Sign up now and get on the schedule to ‘flock a friend’…all in the name 
of good fun and raising funds! Proceeds will help support our local non-profits: The North Hollywood 
Interfaith Food Pantry, NoHo Pals and Toluca Lake Beautification Partners. Click on the link for more info: 
 

http://www.tlhoa.org/flamingofundraiser 
 
 

 
 
 
 

TLHOA APP – Work in progress 
Membership has its benefits! Supporting and helping our local 
business community get back on its feet is a big priority, and to that 
end, the TLHOA and the Toluca Lake Chamber of Commerce have 
partnered to create a phone app where members can receive perks 
and discounts from participating restaurants, shops and services. Stay 
tuned as we work on signing up more merchants! 

 
 
 
 
 



ALPHABET SOUP 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
You’ve heard it before…it takes a village! In an active community such as ours, the different players can 
get pretty confusing. Here is a refresher course on some of the organizations that are working hard to 
ensure that Toluca Lake continues to be a great place to live and work. Brush up before the upcoming 
annual meeting, and you’ll be ahead of the game. 
 
GTLNC (Greater Toluca Lake Neighborhood Council) 
The GTLNC is one of 99 neighborhood councils that the City of Los Angeles created in 1999 to bridge the 
gap between government and its citizens. They are funded by taxpayer dollars and serve as advisory 
bodies who advocate for their respective communities with City, State and Federal Government on issues 
like development, homelessness and emergency preparedness. Board members are elected as city 
officials but serve on a volunteer basis. The GTLNC ensures that the needs and priorities of Toluca Lake 
are communicated to those who control the decision-making process. 
 
TLCOC (Toluca Lake Chamber of Commerce) 
The TLCOC, formed in 1939, is a network of merchants working together to strengthen and promote the 
interests of the Toluca Lake business community. Being a member has many benefits including 
advertising, discounts and resources to help businesses thrive and succeed. We can often count on the 
Chamber to support our community projects and events. 
 
TLGC (Toluca Lake Garden Club) 
The Toluca Lake Garden Club has been keeping Toluca Lake clean and beautiful since 1947. This lovely 
group of residents strives to encourage interest in civic improvement, develop better horticulture 
practices, promote conservation of natural resources and inspire all phases of California native plant 
home gardening. The members are actively engaged in the community, planting hundreds of trees, 
sponsoring village beautification days and hosting garage sales and bake sales. 
 
TLBP (Toluca Lake Beautification Partners) 
Now…take the three organizations listed above, mix in the TLHOA and you get the TLBP! This nonprofit 
super-group rose out of a need to get streetscape and beautification projects (like the district clock) done 
without relying solely on city funds.  It pools resources together and encapsulates a collective vision for all 
of Toluca Lake: “to support a thriving residential and business community by enhancing the public realm to 
promote a livable, walkable, safe and healthy environment through sustainable design.” 

TLGC 

TLBP 

TLCOC 

TLHOA GTLNC 
 



GET YOUR IRISH ON 
 

 
For some hearty Irish fare and friendly hospitality, head over to  
Mrs. Robinson’s Irish Pub where a socially-distanced and pet-
friendly outdoor patio awaits you. Start with an order of Leprechaun 
Balls (made with potatoes) and wash them down with a pint of 
Guinness. Whether you’re craving corned beef hash and eggs, Irish 
stew or Shepard’s pie, you can’t go wrong when luck is on your side. 

 
Mrs. Robinson’s will be opening early (8:00 am) on St. Patrick’s Day 
and setting up extra outdoor canopies to accommodate their guests. 
However, you don’t have to wait until St. Patrick’s Day to satisfy your 
Irish tooth--their menu is available all year long. 

 
Fun fact: Although Mrs. Robinson’s Irish Pub is owned by Brett 
Robinson, it is actually named after Mary R. Robinson, the first 
female to serve as President of Ireland (1990-1997). That too is 
worth celebrating! 
 
MRS. ROBINSON’S IRISH PUB 
10111 Riverside Drive 
818-985-3359 
 
mrsrobinsonsirishpub.com 
 

 
 
 
UNTIL NEXT TIME 
 

Don’t forget to set your clocks forward by one hour on 
Sunday, March 14th  

 
 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!  
 
Happy spring! 
 
Protect yourself. Protect others. 
 
Stay well. 

 
 

 
 

Prepared and written by Ruby Bowen 
rlascanobowen@outlook.com 


